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CoHYNKIMIOHrS (.'AN’KSCKN’S ON' WKSTKHN LoN(; IsLAN’l).—On the 

sandy waste lands horderinj; Jamaica Bay, especially lU'ar Cross Hay 
Boulevard, Queens, this silvery-tufted annual fjrass has Ix'coine ex¬ 
ceedingly ahundant. The seventh edition of (iray’s Manual does 
not include it, but in Hitchcock’s Manual of (Irasses (1935) (Joriinr- 
jihoru.s is treatefl as a ballast jdant advemtive from Europe at Phila¬ 
delphia, Camden, Long Island, and Martha’s \'ineyard.—H. K. 
SvKNsoN, Brooklyn Bo'I'ank: (Iakdkn. 


SOME WOODY PI.AXTS OF RHODE ISLAND 

hhCNKS'l’ J. Palmku 

Di'Kinc; the summers of 1937 and 193<S 1 made s(‘V(‘ral short (excur¬ 
sions into Rhode Island for the |!uri)os(‘ of adding to the very incom¬ 
plete set of the woody plants of the state in the herbarium of th<j 
Arnold Arboretum. The ilora of this small and accessibh‘ state has 
be(‘n so thoroughly exj)lored that new discoveries could scarcely be 
expect(‘d. However, s(‘V(‘ral j)laiits were found that an* not nu'iitiom'd 
in th(‘ ratlu'r complete list of the state Ilora published by J. L. Bennett 
half a century ago,* and .some of them do not se(*m to havi* b(‘cn re- 
port(‘d elsewluTe. Most of tlu' plants nottxl lu're are of species and 
varieties that have been recognized as distinct in rec(‘nt years, and 
this is the ca.se also with tin* thns* hvbrid oaks. 

4 

About 2(M) species and varieties of woody j)lants have btam recorded 
from Rhode Island in previous publications that 1 hav(> .st'cn. .\ total 
of 151 species and varieties were collected on my various trips, in¬ 
cluding six introduced plants. All parts of the stati' w(M’(', visit(‘d, but 
litth' collecting was done in Newport County on account of continmuis 
rain at the time I was there. 

One of the surprising features of the state Ilora., in contrast with that 
of surrounding r(*gions, is tin* scant repr(‘S(*nt«ition of th(‘ genus 
('ratdc.fiiis. Thorns nuiy be more abundant in some seetions that were 
not visit(*d, especially in the .southeastern part; but only thn'e sj)eci(*s 
are represented in my collections, and all of these Jippear to be rather 
'. The species found are Crafacqits uKwroapvrma Ashe, C. iniricala 
Lange, and C. pruinom (Wendl.) K. Koch. Other species represented 
in the herbarium of the .Arnold .Arbor(*tum by pn'vious collections an* 

* Plants of Kliudi* Island, J. L liiMinrtt, Proc. l*rovi(h‘ncc h'ranklin Soc. ISSS 
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Cratargus dilaiata Sarg., C. rhrii.socarjui, Ashe var. phocnica Palmer, 
C. Uolmruiana Ashe, and C. iiiarracanfha Lodd., all of which are frtnn 
the vicinity of Tiverton. Crataegus crus-galli L. and C. punctata 
Jaccj. have also been reported from Rhode Island, and both are prob¬ 
ably found in the state, although I have seen no specimens. 


Ten species of Rnhus were collected, of which the following are of 
interest as not having been mentioned in the Bennett list: Ruhus 
srtosus Bigel. (Slatersville), R. viultispinus Blanchard (Cumberland 
Hill, North Seituate), 1{. arenicolus Blanchard (Wallum Pond), and 
R. lariniatus Willd. (Wallum Pond). The last, an introduced species, 
was abundant loeallv in wet rocky woods a little wav back from the 
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east shore of the pond. 

Salix Brhhiana Sarg. was found near Smithfield and North Seituate, 
and S. (lisrolor Muhl. var. eriacepliala (Miehx.) Anders, at Kxet«'r. 
Carya oralis (Wang.) Sarg., eolh'cted at Slatersville, and C. oralis 
var. ohoralis Sarg., near Tiverton, were botli probably included under 
Carya luirrorarpa Nutt, of earlier lists. 

The chestnut (Castanea dentata (Marsh.) Borkh.), once a common 
and stati'ly tree in the woods of Rhode Island and throughout New 
England, is now represented only by sprouts from old stumps making 
a persistent fight against the blight. But it is interesting to note that 
h(‘re as in some other localities the species sc'cms to be far from exter¬ 
mination, and there may be a possibility that some strain will develop 
immunity and outlive the blight. On a rocky slope above Sneeeh 
Pond, near Cumberland Hill, second growth {)lants were found that 
were 20 or 25 feet in height and bearing numerous fruiting burs. 

Eight species and three hybrid oaks were collected on my various 
trips. The post oak and the pin oak and the hybrid, X Qucreus runci- 
nata Engelm., reported on the Bennett list, were not seen, but three 
additional hybrids were found. X Quercus Redideri Trelease was col¬ 
lected near Slatersville under mv number 4320(), Julv 17, 1037. This 
is the hybrid between Quercus iiicifolia and Q. relutina, both of which 
were abundant in the vicinity, and several of the hybrids were seen. 
Near the same place a single specimen of X Quercus Rohlnnsii Tre¬ 
lease (Q. coccinea X Q. iiicifolia) was found. This was collected under 
number 43352, July 17, 1037. X (fuercus Saulei Schneider ((f alba 
X (f uiontana) was found near Durfee Hill, .south of Chepaehet. The 
eolleetion number is 44041, Aug. 20, 1038. The chestnut oak (Quercus 
uiontana) is a rather uncommon and restricted species, but it was 
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found growing ahundantly on the north side of Diirfee Hill—said to he 
the highest point in Rliode Island—in 1937. The locality was not 
thoroughly explored at that time on account of rain, hut as the whit<* 
oak was also growing there, and as the species seem to hyhrithze rather 
freciucntly, a special elfort was made the following year to find the 
hybrid, doing south from Chepaehet on I'. S. highway 102, at a 
point about half a mile north of where the local road turns off for 
Durfee Hill, (^iirrciin nioiifana was quite abundant on both sides. 
On the east side of the highway there is a gradual wooded slope with 
loose boulders and outcrops of bedded schistose rock, and on om* of 
the larger of the.se outcrops in a group of mostly shrubby or stunted 
chestnut and white oaks, a specimen was found that was an evident 
hybrid between tin* two spi'cies. The tree, about 20 or 2.') fcc't in 
height, was apparently a rather old specimen, but it was not fruiting 
at the time of collection, although most of the chestnut oaks bore 
acorns. 

Specimens of the three hybrid oaks arc (h'posited in the herbarium 
of the .\rnold Arboretum and in the herbarium of the New Kngland 
Botanical Club. 

.Xknoi.i) .Arhouk'I'u.m. 
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